2011 Environmental Commission Accomplishments

January, 2012

e Rebuilt ‘Los Altos Environment’ Website

0

O 0 O O

Clear and separate link from home page, installed traffic counter
Updated and added numerous content pages as resource to community
Updated menu, established consistent branding/look & feel

200 hits in first month, a 10X increase

No cost to City; work led by Linda DeMichiel, with contributions by all
commission members

e Climate action plan/sustainability element

o

At start of year, presented EC-developed community GHG inventory to
city; accepted by city council

During last spring/summer, developed and presented background research
on ‘sustainability elements’ and ‘climate action plans’ to city staff

In the fall, assisted with RFP development and evaluation/selection of
contractor to support CAP development process

e (Co-sponsored community forum on water-efficient landscaping with CalWater

o
o]

35 attendees
EC partnership with CalWater; EC arranged logistics, hosted event,
CalWater did postcard mailer, lined up content & presenters

e Solid waste management

o
o]

Publicized initial 2010 results via article written for LATC

For downtown, reviewed single stream can vs. multi-stream, including
outreach and education; championed new downtown receptacle rims
‘Recyclables — Organics — Garbage OK — Contents Sorted Offsite’

o Expanded polystyrene

o

O

Per city council request, studied county RWRC recommendation to ban
EPS

Made specific recommendations in January to put a ban in place,
harmonizing various elements of Water Board’s directions, and RWRC
recommendations



GreenTown Los Altos has just announced two new energy saving
initiatives!

1. Energy Assessment

GreenTown, partnering with High Energy Audits, Inc. is offering the use of
web-based software to give homeowners a detailed online energy
assessment. This $50 value is being offered to the first 50 households in
Los Altos with Smart Meters that sign up. This analysis identifies high
energy uses, phantom energy uses and will help homeowners determine if
they are good candidates for the Energy Upgrade California program.
GreenTown considers this a pilot program that may provide useful
information to the city as it tackles GHG reductions.

2. Solar Inititative

GreenTown, partnering with Bay Area Climate Collaborative SunShares,
will select a well qualified solar panel vendor and with the leverage of our
group purchase, obtain a highly competetive offer. Seven vendors have
submitted proposals. SunShares and the selection committee, including
three GreenTown members, will pick the winning candidate this week and
the program will launch Feb. 27. GreenTown will reach out to Los Altos and
Los Altos Hills with our contact lists, newsletters and news articles, and
hold a community meeting March 21. The sign up deadline is May 28 and
the installations will be complete by August 1.

Any support by the Environmental Commission and the city of Los Altos
would be welcome and apprecitated.

Gary Hedden
Feb. 13, 2012
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